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English effort to renew direct relations with the Court of Ava.
Three years earlier Lord Cornwallis had sent a private mer-
chant, Captain Sorrel, on a semi-official visit to Amarapoora
to ask for certain concessions to British traders. The friendly
reception he reported on his return encouraged Shore to hope
that much might be gained by an official approach. Symes's
mission, therefore, was to some extent a follow-up of Sorrel's;
included in his instructions was the negotiation of a commercial
treaty, with special mention of the teak trade. But his main
injunctions were to seek to remove the causes of misunder-
standing over the Arakan frontier incident, and to deprive the
French of the use of Burmese harbours.
His reception was a strange mixture of friendly hospitality
and studied rudeness. The latter, he was given to understand,
was due to the unwillingness of the Court of Ava to treat on
terms of equality with the representative of a subordinate
government. He was twice invited to attend a general audience
at court. On the first occasion the king did not put in an
appearance; on the second he was present, but deliberately
ignored the members of the English mission. The ministers
handed Symes a list of trading concessions, in which, among
other things, permission was given for an English Resident to
be sent to Rangoon to facilitate intercourse between the two
governments.
Symes published the account of his experiences in a delight-
ful book, full of interesting information about the country and
its history. But his report quite misled Sir John Shore, chiefly
because of his rosy optimism regarding the results of his
mission. Hence, when Captain Hiram Cox was sent in 1796 as
British Resident and found his task impossible, because of the
obstructionist tactics of the officials and the improved technique
of humiliation which his firm stand evoked from the Court,
Shore thought that he, and not the Burmese, was to blame,
and made what amounted to an apology to Bodawpaya for his
conduct.
Cox warned the Government of India that, if the Arakanese
frontier question were not settled according to their wishes,
the Burmese threatened to invade Bengal, and that they were
actually planning intervention in Assam. The Mons, he said,